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IN RE: KALISPEL TRIBE OF INDIANS'
CLEAN AIR CLASS I REPESIGNATION
PUBLIC HEARING
HELD

MONDAY, APRIL 10, 2017

MR. PIERRE: Hello. Good evening. Ray
Pierre here. I'm the Vice Chair of the Kalispel
Tribe here. We're going to get started. Sorry
we're a little bit late. So I am going to open with
an opening prayer. I'm going to hand it off to
Council Secretary Holmes, who will kind of start
after that. So, here we go. Thank you, Grandfather.
I ask you to bless everyone here tonight, have
everyone use good words and be respectful, get some
information and educate themselves on the tribe's
process here. We're all neighbors and we all share
this valley. I think the tribe does our part. I
think our neighbors do our part, and we're hoping to
just work together and just do some good here. So
{(indiscernible). So, this is Darren Holmes.

MR. HOLMES: Hello, everybody. In the
back, can everybody hear me okay? All right. As Ray
said, I'm Darren Holmes and I'm the Kalispel tribal

council member, secretary, officer position, and
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tribal administrator. On behalf of the tribe, I'd
just like to thank all of you for coming to this
public hearing tonight. I know there are a lot of
rumors out there right now about potential effects
on our Class I rededication application, so I just
wanted to take a few minutes before calling
prominence to explain what the tribe is seeking to
redesignate the reservation as a Class I area and
how the decision -- may affect the community.

From the tribe's standpoint, the why is
straightforward. HiTest Sands wanted to build a
silicon smelter less than a mile upwind of the
reservation, and the tribe is concerned that the
emissions from the smelter will poison the air and
harm the Kalispel people, community, and our natural
resources. We've asked HiTest for information that
allay this concern, but they haven't provided any of
it yet. The tribe has determined that the Class I
redesignation will help protect the reservation from
industrial air pollution if the smelter or another
similar facility is built near the reservation.

And I know the how is more complicated
because it requires an understanding of how the
Class I redesignation works. A Class I

redesignation is the way for federally-recognized

NAEGEL] '_5; (800)528-3335
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Indian tribes to protect reservation air quality
under their clean air -- the federal Clean Air Act,
prevention of significant deterioration, also known
as the PSD program. The PSD program does this by
placing a limit on how air shed gquality can be
degraded by emissions from what the Clean Air Act
calls major stationary sources.

These types of sources are things like
fuel refineries, steel mills, and (indiscernible)
cement plants that are capable of emitting at least
a hundred tons of (indiscernible). Importantly, PSD
review is only required for new, major stationary
sources or major modifications to existing large
stationary sources.

So I'd just like to be (indiscernible) -- so
four things that I'd like to clear about: Class I
redesignation will not affect every day rural
activities like using a wood stove, burning brush,
long fields, and driving on dirt roads. Class I
redesignation will not affect existing facilities
such as Ponderay Newsprint's (indiscernible} unless
future modifications to those facilities are
significant enough to trigger the prevention of
significant deterioration's review. Class I

redesignation will not affect the vast majority of
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new industrial development.

There are in fact only 11 PSD-permitted
facilities in all of eastern Washington. Class I
redesignation won't prevent the HiTest smelter or
other major stationary sources from locating in Usk,
if they are willing and able to install pollution-
control technology that keeps emissions within the
Class I allowances. So in closing, I just want to
emphasize the Class I redesignation that the tribe
is seeking is not an attack on all of our rural way
of life. We see it as a way of protecting our
community from industrial developments that might
otherwise harm our health and natural resources.

The tribe always has, and we still
continue to support economic develcopment in our
region, and we believe it is fair to ask industrial
developers like HiTest to meet Class I allowances or
find another place to do business. So with that, I'd
just like to say that we're looking forward to your
comments. At this time, we'll have Taylor Fielding,
who is a hearing examiner, go over the, I guess the
process for your comments.

MR. FIELDING: Thank you. I am Taylor
Fielding. I am the designated hearing examiner. I

am the attorney with Kalispel Tribe. Basically what

NAEGELI J‘: (800)528-3335
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a hearing examiner (indiscernible). So today, the
first part of the hearing, we're going to take the
lists of people who signed up to speak. We're going
to take oral testimony of those people. We're
limiting this to three minutes. Please don't take
more than your three minutes out or respect for
everybody that wants to speak. At the end of taking
the testimony from who signed up to speak, the
natural resources staff will do (indiscernible) Q&A
as time allows.

So {indiscernible) asking people to try
and stay under their three minutes. The testimony is
being recorded. The whole hearing -- the whole
process today (indiscernible) is being recorded. If
you don't have time to finish your speech in three
minutes, you can make written comments. Or if you
decide to go along -- to speak, you'd rather
(indiscernible) comments, the tribe will take
comments. The actual written period -- the comment
period had actually closed last Friday, but the
tribe's going to take written comments up through 5
o'clock on Friday the 14th of April. That's this
coming Friday.

We will have visual signals for those who

are speaking to let them know when you're getting
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close to the end of your three minutes. We have
enough copies of the (indiscernible) just came in.
I know we ran out. They were going to make some
more copies. I think that's about it, so I will get
the first name and why don't you come on up and
state your name and your affiliation, if any,
{indiscernible) organization for the record.

And we'll start the comment period. Okay.
So our first person that has asked to give oral
testimony is Mark Davis of Three Enterprises. If
you'd like to come forward, please.

MR. DAVIS: Good evening, everybody. The
first thing I'd like to say is I'm glad to see
everybody that came out. I see most everybody in
here, recognize a lot of faces, and they're all
hard-working people like myself and have been here -
- I've been here for a lifetime. Just want to let
you know that. I care (indiscernible). This is my
home. When I grew up, a lot of the people that grew
up with me wanted to move away from here. They
wanted to go find their places in the city. They
wanted to do this. I stayed here. This is my home.
This is where I'm going to be.

And all these people in this room I'm

going to see at the grocery store and everywhere

NAEGELI “E (800)528-3335
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else. Here's the part that concerns me about this
proposal to go to a Class I reservation. The first
thing is, and I've got (indiscernible) about this,
so please bear with me. We're going to lose this
fight. They got it planned out. This is already
done. And this is just a little nicety to let us
vent a little bit. So what we nead to do is we need
to stand up, we need to watch for what's coming.

We need to see what the issues are and we
need to start coming out here. So I've already been
at work today about 14 hours and then came to this
meeting. I'm a builder in the area. I've worked at
Ponderay Newsprint for almost 15 years. I've worked
there when there was a locomotive —-— three of them,
as a matter of fact, sent down here blowing
emissions into the air, and we weren't concerned
about that. There was a possibility of bringing some
jobs to this area, getting people off of thieving,
going to your house or breaking into your shop,
taking your stuff.

And we could have brought some jobs in
here and actually regulated some of the emissions
that were coming out of this. We're talking about
this for environmental standards. I want to know

where the environmental issues are for China. We
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send stuff overseas. There's no environmental
standards. That air comes over here. We live in a
biosphere. So I'm not going to buy that issue. And
I know as we move forward, for our children and our
grandchildren, we have to intelligently develop our
emissions standards. But I'll take a Toyota Prius,
for example. They say it's green. They say this.
They say that.

Well, I'll tell you what. Look inte it.
There's more hazardous waste that comes from making
a Prius than there is from your average little
Nissan Sentra. Well, how about we bring that back to
the United States and we bring that back to Pend
Oreille County. When I grew up here, there was six,
seven sawmills in this area. Men were working. You
could take a chainsaw and (indiscernible)} and make a
living. But you're not going to today. You can't
even afford to go to work because you have to have a
secretary in your office to be able to --

MR. FIELDING: Mr. Davis, your three
minutes are up. Thank you.

MR. DAVIS: Thank you, sir.

(Applause.)

MR. FIELDING: The next speaker is Oscar

Garza {phonetic).
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MR. GARZA: Good afternoon. My name is
Oscar Garza and I'm a student at SEAT (phonetic)
(indiscernible) and ecology. I see (indiscernible)
some jobs and the environment. I see
(indiscernible) realize (indiscernible).
(Indiscernible) doing about nature and logging. So
really, I obviously come from an (indiscernible)
only sees one percent in nature. So (indiscernible)
coal, gas, fossil fuels by itself (indiscernible)
worse, {(indiscernible) and reduces by itself
(indiscernible). {Indiscernible) grow.

How plants grow to reach (indiscernible).
So you will affect the (indiscernible) for those who
like logging or (indiscernible) logging.
(Indiscernible) at all. Now we'll create a house of
(indiscernible). {Indiscernible) refineries,
illegal manufacturing and danger ;— endanger
(indiscernible) for those who do some agriculture.
(Indiscernible) family compounds. You will affect
the (indiscernible)}.

Not only that, you will ruin down to the
water, our water system and aquifers. We're losing
our (indiscernible) around here. (Indiscernible)
pollution (indiscernible} high concentrations of

(indiscernible) water (indiscernible) fishing, they

NAEGELI S5Y, (800)528-3335
2.
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go out and they like nature. {Indiscernible)} to
grow faster than we can handle it. The road is very
hard to contain. We will deplete the

{indiscernible} and in the water. We will
{indiscernible) or slow down (indiscernible) aquatic
{indiscernible).

Everything (indiscernible) is I
(indiscernible) concentrate (indiscernible} you will
affect. Now, with {(indiscernible) China, they still
have people work (indiscernible). You see the
amount of rays of hell there. It is incredible. So
we're between (indiscernible) I'm sorry to say
{indiscernible). But it is (indiscernible) facts.
This is facts.

{Indiscernible) science. This equals
science. (Indiscernible) chemical reaction. You
can (indiscernible) on a carbon side. So, we're
{indiscernible) future, but the best we can to the
generations we have. Right now, most of us here
will not be here in the next hundred years. We'll
be gone. I hope we're going to inherit something
(indiscernible) 50 years or more. So (indiscernible)
of all the different generations. Thank you.

MR. FIELDING: Thank you, Mr. Garza. The

next individual signed up is Bob Holmes {phonetic).
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MR. BOB HOLMES: Hi. My name's Bob
Holmes, 61 years old and I've lived here all my
life. My son is Darren. Obviously we have a little
opposite -- not opposite sides, but misinformed. My
point here, my concern, in my opinion, I believe the
tribe is being used as a tool to bring the EPA and
extend its area around this whole place.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Amen.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Yes,

(Applause.)

MR. BOB HOLMES: This is a foot in the
door for EPA. No (indiscernible) -- you know, and
you can start all the regulations you want, but the
thing is, regulations change. This is a foot in the
door to get a change at any time down the road. As
far as (indiscernible) goes, (indiscernible) they're
made of particulate matter, and if's right here on
the tribe's own study. Table 13 where it lists
recreational (indiscernible) -- this is just a few.
Construction, fertilizer application, lifestyle
ways, (indiscernible) residential or outdoor
gardening, (indiscernible) sources, ({(indiscernible},
woodstove, fireplaces and inserts.

So don't get me wrong. I absolutely agree

with our point on this, about the factories. I
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think the majority of the people here would, too.

We don't -- we don't live here to destroy all of our
-- but they are -- the scope of this is way bigger
than people are seeing. I think the tribe is being
misinformed myself, basically. {Indiscernible),
that's my opinion. But I (indiscernible) know how it
works, It's -- they're very trendy because EPA
{indiscernible) particulate matter.

Once (indiscernible) they're not going
forward and start just a plant. They're going to
focus on everything because that's their control
factor. Another thing. I believe -- you know, I
know there's quite a division sometimes. It's not
like it used to be. It would be my wishes, if
possible, that the tribe and the people across the
river all worked together.

I think there's probably some
(indiscernible)} at county government also here for
not being upfront with them. If they're not upfront
with them, they're not being upfront with us. If
they can't be transparent, then maybe we ought to be
watching over them a little more. Like I say,
there's more to this than any of us know, I believe,
including the tribe. And I just wish more people

could work together.
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I turn to my son, maybe we can get some
tribal people and people from across the river to go
to these county commissioners' meeting and see what
the heck is going on there. If they're not telling
them, they're keeping it away from us, too.

MR. FIELDING: Thank you, Mr. Holmes.

MR. BOB HOLMES: One more thing. One
thing I have to say. If anybody -- if anyone should
know that they can't trust government, it should be
the Kalispel people.

(Applause.)

MR. FIELDING: The next person we have
signed up to speak is Bobby Jean (phonetic).

MR. JEAN: Thank you very much. What I
really want to do is commend the Kalispel Tribe for
bringing this issue forward to us because I think
it's for the benefit of the entire county, not Jjust
the tribal lands. What the county commissiocners
discuss routinely -- and I go to a lot of their
meetings -- is (indiscernible) would like to bring
in {(indiscernible) Pend Oreille County, but they
want it to be a clean industry.

{Indiscernible) polluting and making us
all sick. What I see in this proposal by the tribe

is that it's going to assure that we have a healthy
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environment, not only for our elders and our
children and our grandchildren which are very
important to us, but also a healthy environment for
the game in our forests, healthy environment for the
fish in our waters.

This -- if this is accepted, I believe it
will help encourage tourism and will provide good
hunting grounds for those who live here and hunt
routinely, for those who fish. I think this is a
win-win-win situation that's being proposed and I
would very much encourage the designation being
changed from Class II to Class I. Thank you.

(Applause.)

MR. FIELDING: The next individual is Bob
Mitchell.

MR. MITCHELL: Thank you. I was hoping to
get more information here, but apparently there's
not the format. That's (indiscernible) that they
received at the door and other documents. I noticed
some discrepancies in as far as contradictions and
funny wording that is double-talk that makes people
really not very trusting of what's going on. Like
there was a number three item and it's the first
sentence on the last page. Propose you read this

and then you go answer it.
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{Indiscernible) of the Kalispel Indian
Reservation. You know, there's another -- other
ways to write and inform people, to say that without
being so tricky. One of the other -- a couple of the
other items that I was curious about is, is there a
dollar amount involved in this grant? What funding
year for EPA is this money to be spent? Who decides
how the money is to be spent? Is there any kind of
a governing body that involves different
stakeholders to help make decisions so people here
feel good about what's happening to the community?
Thank you.

(Applause.)

MR. FIELDING: The next individual is Oral
May.

MR, MACOMBER: Macomber?

MR. FIELDING: I'm sorry, did I
{indiscernible) that name?

MR. MACOMBER: You did just fine.

MR. FIELDING: Okay.

MR. MACOMBER: I don't know what to say
except that I just don't trust it. I mean, I —- I
am very appreciative of the tribe's efforts in
keeping the smelter from my backyard. I really

appreciate that. But this is just -- to me, it's
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just going from way on one side to way on the other,
and I just wish that we could just govern ourselves.
I don't trust EPA. And I'll just be watching this
to see how my life is going to change, you know, as
far as -- I (indiscernible) with it.

(Applause.)

MR. FIELDING: The next individual is John
Driver.

MR. DRIVER: My name is John Driver. I
farm 400 acres of primarily Timothy hay ground from
Flowery Trail to Granite Lake. In my business, one
of my largest concerns is a weed called Ventenata
dubia. Ventenata dubia causes $139 million a year
in economic damages in northern Idaho and eastern
Washington. University trials conducted in Usk and
other areas of northern Idaho and eastern Washington
suggest herbicides have poor control while tillage
and (indiscernible) show the best control on this
economically-damaging weed's at 80 percent. I'm
concerned the proposed regulations will limit my
integrated best management options, reducing my
ability to till, rotate crops, my ability to use the
most current research and to best manage our natural
resources. Thank you.

(Applause.)

i
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MR. FIELDING: The next speaker is Sandy
Hay (phonetic).

MS., HAY: Hi. So a lot of my concerns
people have already spoken about, but I'll talk to
you about some that haven't been. I do respect the
tribe for not wanting industries to come in that are
going to totally pollute our area. I've lived here
for 58 years. My family has lived here for way past
100 on the Pend Oreille River, alongside the
Kalispel Tribe. My parents, grandparents were
friends with a lot of the older tribal members. And
we've always respected our environment.

We've always been loggers, we've always
burned firewood, but we've done it in a smart way.
Yes, as of now we're being promised all these
things, that we will be able to burn wood, we will
be able to have dirt roads, all the things that are
said in this paper. My concern is in five years
that all of a sudden, no, you can't. You can only
burn firewood in an EPA-approved stove, which I
have. I bought a brand-new one. It don't heat my
house.

I can't burn a hot enough fire to heat my
house here. And also, I want my children to be able

to stay in this community and live. We do love it

NAEGELI jjﬁ (800)528-3335
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here. We love everything about it here. But we
want to stay here. My kids want to stay here. Teck
Cominco maybe has five more years at the most and
they're not going to be here.

You say that it's only going to affect the
industries that are the ones that are causing the
bad pollutants. My fear is that's not what's going
to happen. We're going to have a lot of industries
that look at us and say: Wow. They have way more
regulaticon than most of the United States. We're
not even going to bother to come up there. The
tribe, you guys have now -- you have a casino out in
Spokane. You can keep all of your people employed.

That isn't what my kids could do if they
want to stay here. 1It's not what my grandkids could
do. So, you know, I just want you guys to consider
us that are here that don't have every funding,
other ways. We can't get the EPA in to come in and
fund us and, I'm not sure, maybe make money for the
tribe. I don't know. I don't know those answers.
But those are just some other concerns I have.
Thanks.

{(Applause.)

MR. FIELDING: The next individuals who

signed up to speak are Matt and Jenna-?
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JENNA: Pass,.

MATT: Pass.

MR. FIELDING: Okay. Next person on the
list is James Holey {(phonetic).

MR. HELING: Healey (phonetic).

MR. FIELDING: Heling. Sorry.

MR. HELING: My name is James Healey. I
work at Pend Oreille County DV. Most of what I want
to say has been said this evening, but I want to
speak my mind. This is a very bad thing. I don't
see how this is going to benefit Pend Oreille County
in any way. I don't know if you all know this, but
it is really expensive to live here. There isn't
that many good jobs here. This isn't going to bring
any good jobs in. I'm not going to work at a
casino. I can't think {(indiscernible) you wouldn't
have anything. I don't know where the pollutants
come from in this county and what they're worried
about, as far as I'm concerned.

They obviously chase (indiscernible).
Don't know that I want the smelter in Pend Oreille
County, but it would be nice to have something else.
This county depends on logging, whether anybody
wants to admit it or not. We did have a cement

plant. That got shut down because the railroad
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left. There isn't that much here left. So we need
to accept these things that come to us.

If you put a Class I on here, it's going
to be just like she said. They're going to look at
that, see that, and just go right on past the map.
It's not going to happen. Nobody is going to build
here. There is no money to do that. Where is the
benefit? It's just going to be a struggle. The
other thing I don't know is why would the tribe
implement this on the rest of us? Why? There's a
few of them and a lot of other people that live in
Pend Oreille County that might not want to do this.
They want to work. They want to have a good job.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Amen, brother.

MR. HEALEY: There's no way this is going
to be good. I can't see it. They make
(indiscernible). They took the fish ocut of our
river. Anybody who knows me has already heard that
story. They don't do it in a nice way. They do
whatever they want. Nobody gets to say anything
about it. So that's pretty much my piece. The thing
about the paper mill. It says Class I redesignation
will have no effect on Pend Oreille County
Newsprint's current operations. This is some of the

stuff that other people talk about.
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This is just written to sound good. It
says current operations. What if Ponderay Newsprint
wanted to bring another generator and burn 600
gallons of diesel a day to try and get through
because they can't get chips? Then what? No,
that's not going to happen. Then what are they
going to do? Spend a lot of money to put an
electric chipper in. Do they have that kind of
money? Do they want to deal with that kind of
stuff? No. (Indiscernible). We're struggling.
Everybody struggles here. We can't have any more
regulation. It's not going to work. Thanks for
your time.

(Applause.)

MR. FIELDING: The next speaker is Gersh
Herber (phonetic).

MR. HERBER: Some of you know me, some of
you don't. For the last 14 years, I was the water
treatment operator and wastewater treatment operator
for Cusick. For 15 years before that, I was a water
treatment operator in wastewater treatment operator
for Los Angeles Department of Water and Power. So
I've did big and I've did small. The one thing I
have learned, EPA, Department of Health, Department

of Ecology, they never, ever ease up. Whatever kind
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of regulations you get in now, it's going to be
worse.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Amen.

MR. HERBER: And these people, they have
nothing else to do except to keep themselves
employed by making up more rules, more regulations
to where it's impossible for any kind of business,
any kind of industry, any kind of anything to exist.
It may seem like a small thing now, but it turns
into a snowball effect. And it can turn into an s-
storm, if you get my drift. So I'm warning you now.
If you let a foot in the door, it will not get
better. 1I've been there. I've battled those guys
for 30 years. Thankfully, I don't have to do it
anymore, I'm retired, so -- but anyway, just a
warning. Dropping the mic.

(Applause.)

MR. FIELDING: Our next speaker will be
Kelly Driver.

MS. DRIVER: I probably don't need this,
but... My name is Kelly Driver, and I've been in
this county the majority of my life. Generations of
my family here. Pend Oreille County is my home.

I'd 1like to keep it that way. Like Sandy Hay, I

want my kids here. I want my grandkids here. Based
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on Darren's opening statements, he said that there
will be no effect on existing businesses. Darren, I
challenge that statement. Your statement does not
take into consideration that minor sources,
businesses like Vaagen Brothers, Ponderay Newsprint,
the railroad will have to go -- will likely have to
go (indiscernible) with any air remodification. So
hypothetically, if Ponderay Newsprint wanted to
become a toilet paper producer, he could "chht”
modifications.

And a permit that costs roughly $10,000 in
consulting services will now double. That's the
services. That doesn't mean that the model -- the
costing that -- all the process that they have to go
through. Ponderay Newsprint going to stay when they
have to put a million dollars or -- and that's what
this said. {(Indiscernible) or they're going to
leave. They're going to say enough. There's a lot
of you here that work there. Your families work
there. I want them here. I hope you do, too. Class
I is a deterrent, like many of you have said. You
put Class I stamp on Pend Oreille County and people
are going to go, nope.

They're going to go to a Class II

designation. They don't need the hassle. They
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don't need the regulations. I don't know anybody in
this room who doesn't want clean air or clean water
for your families, like what we have now. And I
believe that those of us -- I believe our county
commissioners would fight for that. HiTest Sand did
not bring any information to the table at the time
that we were having these meetings.

Darren, you were there. You asked for the
information. We didn't have it. I got one minute,
so I've got to hurry up. To keep our current
businesses here, we need to keep our costs down and
not add more rules and regulations or department
interference. We do not need and want the EPA here.
We don't want Department of Ecology here any more
than we have to. And I've had enough.

(Applause.)

MR. FIELDING: The next speaker is Steve
Dalm (phonetic).

MR. DALM: All right. This is really
scary for me because I have stage fright, so
(indiscernible) people.

{(Laughter.)

MR. DAILM: I thought I was on the bottom
of the list and this would be, like, way late and I

wouldn't have to say anything. I just wanted to say
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that all my friends from the tribe, I love you all.
We're all the same race. It's like, there's only
one race. That's God's grace. ©So it's not about
that. But I do not trust my governmeﬁt. I do not
trust your government. Governments just have a way
of putting on too much regulation. So I'm against
the regulations, I'm for clean air, and I think
everybody in this room is probably the same way.
The more regulation makes it sound like
we're going to have cleaner air than we do now or

it's going to stop heavy pollutants. But I agree

with Kelly. We're going to stop the heavy pollutant

anyhow with a Class II designation. You don't have
to go to the Class I. I just feel that's not
necessary. But I want clean air. I agree with
that.

(Applause.)

MR. FIELDING: Next speaker is Floyd
Christman.

MR. CHRISTMAN: I thought I was just
signing in.

(Laughter.)

MR. CHRISTMAN: That's really all I want
to do.

{Laughtexr.)
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MR, CHRISTMAN: I have felt like the first
guy that came up and spoke. He was spot on. This
is a done deal. These are all just going through
the motions to get Class I. There are no real set
parameters to it. If you fill out the paperwork
right, you get it. So, we're just filling out
paperwork. It's interesting that we're concerned
about the environment. I hear the word "fish" come
up. And yet, I'm going to a meeting on Thursday
because they're poisoning the fish in the river and
the creeks so they can plant different fish. So
tell me that you're concerned about the environment
and the fish.

It seems to me we could leave well encugh
alone. These are doing fine the way they are. Even
though those fish were planted in there 80 years
ago, what, are we going to do this every 80, 100
years? Kill everything off and try something new?
It's ludicrous. As far as industry goes -- and
again, we're all concerned about pollutants -- they
already have a class called Class II. That's what
we live in right now. Anybody here feel too sick
from the pollutants?

AUDIENCE MEMBER: No.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: {Indiscernible) smelter.
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MR. CHRISTMAN: I don't. I don't feel it.
This Class I redesignation is ludicrous., It is
above and beyond the call of duty of what any of us
need or want in clean air. And the way I see it,
there isn't too many steel mills or refineries that
are taking our doors down to get in here. And the
few that might, industries that might come our way,
well, they're going to be classed under a Class II
already, which has already given us clean air.

Thank you very much.

(Applause.)

MR. CHRISTMAN: I believe that's all.

MR. FIELDING: Going once. Going twice.
Next person on our list is Gloria Bobo (phonetic).

MS. BOBO: Actually, I thought I was
signing an attendance list.

{(Laughter.)

MS. BOBO: And I am not really prepared to
speak, but I do have a few gquestions that the fellow
at the desk -- well, the people that were signing
people up didn't seem to have an answer for. One of
my questions is, how long has this proposal been on
the table; and why is it that the community has only
in the past week been made aware of this?

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Amen.

NAEGEL| g5«Y (800)528-3335
02

DEFOSITION AND TRIAL NAEGELIUSA.COM



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Clean Air Class Hearing  April 10, 2017 NDT Assgn # 23612-1

Page 29

{(Applause.)

MS. BOBO: T also ask if there was an EPA
representative here so that we could ask this
representative of the EPA questions directly rather
than getting it filtered through the tribe or other
representatives that might be biased. I would really
think that we should have another public meeting and
have -- what am I doing wrong?

MALE SPEAKER: Hold the silver part.

There you go.

MS. BOBO: Hold it up?

MALE SPEAKER: Yeah.

MS. BOBO: Oh, sorry. I really think we
should have another public meeting and ensure that a
representative from the EPA is here.

(Applause.)

MS. BOBO: And I'm hoping that what Mr.
Baker said, that he thinks it's a done deazl, I don't
want it to be a done deal. It is not fair that -- I
understand that the tribe has over 200-and-some
members, but only -- well, I (indiscernible), but
not -- a majority of these tribal members are not
0old enough to vote, and it was less than 100, right,
that made this decision to apply for this

redesignation that is going to affect the county.
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Although it says Class I will only include the
tribal reservation, we all know that that's not
true. I mean, why is everybody here so concerned if
it's only going to affect the Kalispel tribal land?

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Sixty-mile radius they
want.

MS. BOBO: Well, everybody that lives in
the county lives within a 60-mile radius. So, yes,
we have a right to be concerned and I am concerned
by (indiscernible} Cusick for over 30 years. We
lived in our home on Flowery Trail for over 50 years
and I worked at Ponderay Newsprint from the time
that it was being constructed until I retired in
1998. My husband taught a lot of you, including a
lot of the tribal members, tribal members' children
and grandchildren, and we love the area. We would
never -- in fact, I told my kids I wanted to put it
in my will that they could never sell our land. And
all of them came down and said, "Don't worry, mom.
That ain't going to happen. We'll keep
(indiscernible) for the kids and grandkids.

MR. FIELDING: Thank you, Ms. Bobo. Your
three minutes is up.

MS. BOBO: And we respect the tribe.

Truly we do. And we admire the tribe for what
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they've done (indiscernible) and we've cheered all
your efforts, truly. But I think that we need some
answers to our concerns. So is this the last meeting
that's going to be available for the public to
attend?

MR. FIELDING: (Indiscernible) comments --

MS. BOBO: Decisicons (indiscernible) —-

(Multiple pecople speaking.)

AUDIENCE MEMBER: How about an answer?

MR. FIELDING: Well, Ms. Bobo, there will
be (indiscernible).Q and A after everybody has
spoken. I think the -- and I'm sure the staff will
{indiscernible) --

MS. BOBO: So we won't be able to have
another public meeting with the EPA present?

MR. FIELDING: I would have to check with
the (indiscernible) --

(Multiple people speaking.)

MR. FIELDING: I can't answer that
question for you right now.

MS. BOBO: So as far as you know, this is
our last opportunity?

MR. FIELDING: I'm not saying it is. I'm
just saying I can't (indiscernible).

MS. BOBO: Somebody must know if there
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will be an opportunity for --

(Multiple people speaking.}

MR. FIELDING: All these answers (sic)
will be answered in a Q0 and A after everybody has
spoken, so —-

MS. BOBO: Will it be better publicized?
Everybody (indiscernible) only after interviewing
tribal members because it was very slanted.

MR. FIELDING: I'm having to take this --

(Audience erupts with comments and
applause.)

MS. BOBO: After coming here --

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Yeah.

MS. BOBO: -- and (inaudible} of the EPA
here to give us more actual details.

MR. FIELDING: (Indiscernible} answer that
question (indiscernible).

MS. BOBO: Then answer this question.

Will the designation -- when is it going to be
approved? What is the schedule?

MR. FIELDING: This is one piece of a very
long process. This is going to be a very long
process, a really long process.

MS. BOBO: So there will be an opportunity

for another public meeting?
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MR. FIELDING: (Inaudible.)

Ms. BOBO: Okay. Well, for -~ for signing
up for what I thought was an attendance sheet,
you're probably wishing I would just shut up and sit
down.

(Laughter and applause.)

MS. BOBO: You know, you know me, you old
friend. We respect you and we trust you, but I
would like to see, if I'm respecting you and
trusting you, the fact that this kind of slipped
under the radar and this is a -- you can tell from
the amount of people here that this is a concern to
the whole community, and I believe we have a right
to be heard further before the decision is made.

(Applause.)

(Multiple people speaking.)

MS. BOBO: Okay. I'll sit down and shut
up.

MR. FIELDING: {Indiscernible).

(Applause.)

MR. FIELDING: The next speaker who signed
up is Leonard Browning.

MR. BROWNING: My name is Leonard
Browning, and I got a couple hundred acres up on

South {indiscernible). I moved to Priest River in
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1955, and I've been all over this country. I've
lived around here. I've hunted, I've logged, and
I've seen a lot of changes since I came here. Like
they said, they were (indiscernible) Priest River
{indiscernible). The dance in the streets. People
had money. We burnt wood. We (indiscernible) and
we bought fish. I logged up 60-acre (indiscernible)
and cut big cedar up there, and I (indiscernible).
And I (indiscernible}.

They belonged to the Indians, but they
didn't bother me because I'm a person. I'm human.
And so are they. And the Kalispel Tribe has received
a raw deal ever since they have let the white guy
come in. Put it that way. And the government said,
give me your gun and we'll take care of you. Well,
how did that work out? Now the government comes in
and says, we're going to regulate the air and the
water.

How's that going to work out? Well, in the
first place, there's enough regulations now. If
they were enforced, they damn sure wouldn't need
anymore, number one. And number two, how many of
you have read this draft? How many people are here
from Sandpoint? How many people are here from

Priest River? There you go. You should really read
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this draft and see what it says. It's a draft of
the proposed regulations that {(indiscernible). Let
me get my glasses here. I used to call them
cheaters, now (indiscernible)}.

It says here that the tribe has been
authorized by the EPA since 2002 to implement
subject to the 303(c) and 401 of the Clean Water Act
in the same manner as the state. The EPA is
absorbing the Kalispel people as a state. 1It's
right here in black and white. Excuse me. They've
got (indiscernible). And down there it says that the
waters will include all discharges from non-point
sources. So all the waters that are discharged
outside the reservation is non-point. So figure
that one out. Every bit of water that
(indiscernible) in the Kalispel Reservation will be
checked by the EPA. And you know how they check
things.

I have a friend up in Priest Lake. He got
building permits to build a new house. He built the
foundation, had his structure up, and the EPA came
in and said: You have to close that ditch. He
said: What do you mean, close that ditch? Water
only runs on it in the spring. And the Forest

Service has a camp here, and they just have a little
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road to cross and they claim the creek -- or the
(indiscernible) all the time. Well, they charge you
$10,000 a day. All homes (indiscernible).

His name is Jack. Well, he finally had to
go to the United States Supreme Court with the
$10,000 he was being charged every day for violating
a non-creek. 2And it cost him enough money that he
lost his wife. He lost his complete nest egg. He
lost his house. So that's what the government does
to you. They're not coming in here to govern the
water. They're coming in here to control the
people. They don't care whether it's the tribe or
it's anyone else. They're trying to control --

MR. FIELDING: Your time is up. Thank
you.

{Applause.)

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Where's that draft?

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Yeah, where do we get
that draft?

MR. BROWNING: The library. They don't
have any more. What'd I tell you?

AUDIENCE MEMBER: It's online.

MR. FIELDING: The next speaker who signed
up is Jason Adams.

MR. ADAMS: Hey, how's it going? I never

o
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spoke in_front of everybody, but I was sitting back
there listening (indiscernible). Y'all have a good
point. None of us want to be regulated by the
government. (Indiscernible} want the government
here regulating us a little more? Right? That's
the way simply I felt. I thought, I can't believe
they're going to (indiscernible) more regulation.
They're going to come here and they're going to
eliminate my fireplace. They're going to eliminate
a few (indiscernible) in my life. Well, take the
alternative. You know, I was mad at first. I --
going home, I started Googling things, started
looking it up. Look at the smelter.

Look what it's going to do to the
(indiscernible). You go around -- you want to talk
about jobs? That's only going to be a hundred
as;embly jobs for this area, for a lifetime of the
smelter. They're opening up in most places like a
third-world country, Indonesia. Other places like
that. You take a look at that, and you want that
down the road from us? No. I say no. You're
talking about 117 jobs. Most of you won't even be
qualified to work there. 1It's going to be
Californians coming here taking those jobs. It's

not more jobs.
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It's not our jobs. They're protecting us.
The only thing that means this is going to go
through is because of the reservation. And it's
going to save your kids and everyone else's kids
from living right next to a smelter.

I ask you guys just this one to yourself -
- one favor before you make the judgment on this:
Go home. Look up what a smelter is going to do.
Look what it will do. Those particles, they know
they won't go away. They go into your lungs, they
cause cancers and the cancers grow. It's going to
destroy the environment. 1It's going to destroy this
valley. Has anybody ever watched how long it takes a
fireworks show for the smoke to go -- to clear, or
grass-burning season, how long it takes the smoke to
clear from that? That's (indiscernible) --

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Or a forest fire.

MR. ADAMS: -- this valley.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Or a forest fire.

MR. ADAMS: Or a forest fire.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: (Indiscernible) trapped
in the valley.

MR. ADAMS: So, yeah, so talk about that.
But to add silicon to it, you're going to breathe

that silicon for the rest of your days. Your
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children will breathe it. They're grand- -- your
grandchildren will breathe it. We're all going to
breathe that. That's what's going to happen. We do
not need a third-world smelter in this county.
That's what I got to say, and that's it. Stop the
mining.

(Applause and shouts from the audience,.)

MR. FIELDING: The next person who signed
up to speak is Mona (indiscernible).

MONA: First of all, I don't think three
minutes is long enough. I don't know much about
what's going on {(indiscernible). I don't know what
this number one and number two is. I don't know the
difference. I do know that I voted against
{indiscernible). I know a lot of people voted for
it. It didn't stick to its promises. When you come
down the river and we see three power plants coming
out there, I'm sorry, but it's just hard for me to
believe that anything that drains into the river is
clean. It's (indiscernible).

I don't care what you do to it before it
goes into the river. I just don't believe that it's
good for the river. I've been here all my life, too.
I've lived on the reservation all of my life and --

S0 my -- our aboriginal territory is all the way
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from Canada all the way into Montana. So this has
been our home forever. And now this is what we're

confined to. I am against —-- I'm also against what

the gentleman said earlier. I don't like how we are
messing with the fish. But I do hope that we do have

one or more meetings and I'd like to do my homework.

I don't -- you guys know I'm concerned about jobs.
I came from Standing Rock. I went over there to

fight for the water over there and right now I

haven't been in the fight against that smelter here.

(Applause.)

MR. FIELDING: The next speaker that
signed up is Christy Huling.

MS. BULING: I am from Priest River,

originally from Montana. I grew up in a small town

called Victor, Montana, graduated with 15 in my high

school class, so I know what it's like to be in a
small-town area. Kids in Victor, Montana can't find
a job anymore because the Victor and Montana people
and Victor Valley voted in such things like this
because we have a lot of people concerned about the
environment. I moved here because this is what my
hometown used to look like before regulation came
into play. I've worked in a planning department at

(indiscernible). I worked in your health district,
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so I vaccinated some of your kids and took their
records.

I worked with them through Lily Pappas
{phonetic). 1I've helped my (indiscernible) develop
some of this up in the county through onsite sewage
systems. TI've worked with a lot of people here. I
currently am a college and career counselor at
Priest River Lamanna High School. Our students,
whether they be in Priest River, Cusick, Usk, you
name it, don't really have much of a future as far
as employment in this area unless, of course, we
work for the tribe, which is a pretty big employer
here. So between the tribe and our county
departments and our school districts, those are our
big employers.

I tell kids every day to go get some sort
of education because they are not going to be able
to find a job in this area, which is really hard for
me to do because I would rather see this community
grow instead of it having slipped. I have been on a
meeting group with the Mackinaw issue, fish, same
one that my husband -- we're both very passionate
about fish in this community. The tribe is actually
financing some of the (indiscernible) habits of the

outdoor portion of Priest Lake. 1I've been on that
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group for four years now. And I'm watching where
(indiscernible).

And if you start following the money,
you're going to start seeing where the agenda is. So
I have to wonder where this money is following to,
because I've seen what's going on at Priest. I've
seen what's going on in this river, and I've seen
what the community members, whether they be tribal
or not -- and I've actually been referred to as a
bigoted opinion. So I wanted to set the record
straight here in front of many more people than
(indiscernible) in the first place. My family
members take care of tribal member children in this
same Camas Center.

I don't care what color a c¢hild is. I
care for them and I care about them. So there's no
bigoted issues here. The problem is, is that you
guys have more money than the mass of us have to put
together. So it's hard to fight against big money,
and it's hard to fight against big government,
regardless of where their history comes from. I
don't want this. It needs to not come.

(Applause.)

MR. FIELDING: The next speaker is John

King.
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MR. KING: I'm not much on speaking in
public, but I would like to say that I'm a 50-year
member of the (indiscernible).

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Yeah, (indiscernible)
Idaho.

MR. KING: And I have worked at Moses Lake
where one of these refineries exist. And on that
facility, while I was down there, there was an
explosion that killed three people. There was also
a2 time when we had evacuated the community because
of contaminants. There's xylene gas involved in it
and things that can (indiscernible) atmosphere with
coal dust and (indiscernible). So it's just
something to think about, if we're so excited about
getting a smelter in the area. (Indiscernible)
because it's your lives and your children's lives.

This lady says she was from Montana and
all about how bad regulations are. Think about
Libby, Montana, with all of the cancers that were
caused for the children and the deaths that are
caused by pollutants from big business. There's
several examples of all of that type of thing in
(indiscernible), Idaho, and here in our whole state.
So please consider all of that before you make this

decision if you want to go forward with a smelter.
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The things it causes if we allowed it.
(Indiscernible) create jobs for a while --

(Multiple people speaking.)

MR. KING: -- you really want them 170
jobs? And the people who want to put it here aren't
even near this town. (Indiscernible) here and
talking about it. You need to consider what's going
on. That's all I have to say. Thank you.

(Applause.)

MR. FIELDING: The last person that's
signed up to speak is Carl (indiscernible). All
right. Going once. Going twice. That concludes
all the people who have signed up to speak. We are
going to have some (indiscernible) staff come up and
do a short Q and A, take questions from the
audience, hopefully answer some of the questions you
might have so you leave here with more answers than
guestions.

{(Whereupon, the public hearing portion of

the meeting was concluded.)
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